Z. Bakum, S. Kostyuk

Approaches to the formation of foreign students’ intercultural communication competencies

The current issue of Ukraine, as a participant of globalization processes, is to bring up a new kind of personality that is able to integrate into world culture, be tolerate to the representatives of other countries, understand and take cultural differences, use this knowledge to establish cultural interaction. These circumstances are relevant during the training of foreign students at universities of Ukraine, as their education cannot occur outside of socio-cultural environment of the country where they live. The creation of conditions for obtaining quality education by foreigners will promote Ukrainian education and improve its image.
To master the Ukrainian language as a foreign it is necessary to determine a right approach, which is the main scientific idea lying at the heart of university educational processes. As the Ukrainian language for foreign students exists in two dimensions: an educational discipline and a language of socio-cultural environment it is necessary to use not only approaches aimed at the development of language, speech and communicative competences but cultural approaches (socio-cultural, intercultural, cross-cultural) to prepare personality to cultural dialogue.
The analysis of scientific literature shows that communicative, intercultural and competency based approaches suit the best to achieve this aim. Competency based approach guarantees the high level and effectiveness of specialists training; promotes the updating of the content of education; increases the ability of an individual to meet new market demands, creates conditions for innovative transformations; shifts the emphasis from the process of accumulating knowledge to developing the ability practically applied acquired knowledge in different situations.
Communicative approach is aimed at the development of speech activity by means of role play games, solving problem situations, communication. The main task of this approach is to provide students not only with knowledge but also the ability to create own statements of different genres and styles, bring the process closer to the real conditions of communication, avoid difficulties and increase the interest of foreign students to the subject.
Training the personality to the effective intercultural communication is the main aim of the intercultural approach. The main difference of this approach from other cultural approaches is the analysis and study of the behaviour features of representatives of different cultures, their influence on the interaction of individuals as mediators of these cultures.
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