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NORMATIVE FRAMEWORK OF ORGANIZATION OF STUDENTS’ INDEPENDENT WORK IN HIGHER MEDICAL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE USA.

Medical education is the basis for health care system of any country and independent work is considered to be an important component of the educational activities of medical students. The aim of this article is to analyze the standards of organization of students’ independent work in higher medical education in the USA on international, national, regional and institutional levels.

International organizations provide specific recommendations for the organization of the educational process in medical education: development of analytical skills of medical students; continuity of learning throughout life by shifting emphasis from the didactic methods to self-directed and independent study; students’ activity and responsibility for the learning process; integration of basic and clinical disciplines; the involvement of teachers with appropriate teaching skills; the use of e-learning and electronic media; students’ responsibility for the learning process; availability and diversity of learning resources. 

International documents are the basis for the establishment of national normative foundations for the organization of independent work of medical students. All medical school programs are accredited by either the Liaison Committee on Medical Education or the American Osteopathic Association Commission on Osteopathic College Accreditation. In accordance with standards of these organizations the faculty of a medical school ensure that the medical curriculum includes self-directed learning experiences and time for independent study. Self-directed learning involves medical students’ self-assessment of learning needs; independent identification, analysis, and synthesis of relevant information; appraisal of the credibility of information sources.

In the United States, medicine is a licensed profession regulated by the individual states. They regulate the medical schools on regional level.

Having analyzed the documents of 20 medical schools in the USA we came to the conclusion that the institutional level is represented by the charters of educational institutions, which define the list of basic skills of the students including the organization of independent work.

