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THE PLACE OF SPEECH DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE STRUCTURE OF STUDENTS’ COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE 
The present article provides reasoning to the belief that: the notions of “language competency / competence,” “speech competency / competence,” “communicative competency / competence” are not identical but have semantic and structural differences, and therefore exist in hierarchical framework. The term “competency” covers educational requirements to the students’ level of training, while “competence” refers to particular and personally important achievements of a student: knowledge and skills applied in real-life situations. 
The determining factor in shaping students’ communicative competence is their speech development, as developing the students’ speech is to teach them how to use the language freely and correctly, and in accordance with the national curriculum requirements, as a means of communication in various situations. It is well-known that speech development takes place in the course of speech activity (listening, speaking, reading, writing) in every lesson of Ukrainian. The notion of speech activity has been used as the foundation for the school methodology of language teaching and shaping students’ communicative competence. Communicative competence comprises the four closely connected elements – language, speech, subjective and pragmatic competences. An element of the speech competence is speech activity which, in its turn, determines development of a person’s speech. Only provided there is a high level of speech development, speech and therefore communicative competence can be acquired. 
This is an interrelated and interdependent process; i.e. the level of a student’s speech development is an indicator of the quality of acquired knowledge and skills, representing their improvement and deeper development according to high or low performance in real communicative processes.
With consideration of the above, we believe the speech development of a student’s personality is a determinant element of speech and, accordingly, communicative competences. In the structure of communicative competence, speech development ranks below the level of speech competence and above the level of speech activity.
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