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The article reveals the importance of role play in teaching a foreign language not only as a means of optimizing and stimulating of learning process, but also as an important aspect of psychological comfort, which greatly contributes to forming a foreign language communicative competence of students of non-linguistic specialties.
Modern society requires qualified professionals who are fluent in a foreign language in everyday life and in their professional work. This makes it necessary to find new constructive ideas of solving the problem of optimization and intensification of foreign language teaching, of getting new knowledge and improving the level of language training. In this context and with the reduction of classroom hours and increasing intellectual work at English classes we have to maintain the students' interest to learning and their activity throughout the lesson. One way of solving the problem is using of role-playing games in foreign language learning. They model learning process and create conditions for professionally oriented communication.
We can offer such examples of role plays for students of economics:
1. You’re carrying out a market research on the most effective ways of shopping in London. Ask the people taking part in the public opinion poll about their preferences.(additional roles: 3 Londoners who represent different layers of population, 2 foreigners)
2. After his arrival to London your co-worker Tom Brown recollects the incident that happened to him while he was staying in China: he lost his briefcase containing confidential documents, advertising booklets and visiting cards. The best solution at the moment was to order new cards. Role-play how he solved his problem.
3. It’s your first visit to India. You’re interested in buying something original to decorate your cottage. Helen Fox, a journalist from GB staying at the same hotel with you, has bought some souvenirs at the stores of Delhi. Ask her to tell you about her shopping in India.
4. You are members of the interviewing team. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each candidate. Decide who to select for the vacant position. Note down the reasons for your choice. Meet as one group. Discuss your choices. Decide who should fill the vacant position. 
5. You are a Sales Managers of a company in your city. You are being sent to an international conference abroad. Create the most positive image of the company by your presentation.
We believe that using of such types of activity, students of various specialities learn terminology and professional vocabulary. Role-play makes students' conversation more meaningful, reasoned and complex. It gives communicative focus to academic communication, strengthens the motivation of foreign language learning and improves students’ language skills.

